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then the Lord of Hell, Yama, sweeps Hades of devils, which fall
on Bali, making it imperative that the whole of the island be
purified.

There is great excitement all over Bali at this time, and on
the days before nyepf everybody is busy erecting altars for the
offerings and scaffolds for the priests at the village crossroads.
Since no cooking is allowed on nyepi day, the food for the next
day is prepared and there are melis processions all over Bali to
take the gods to the sea for their symbolical bath. The celebra-
tion proper extends over a period of two days: the met/aru, the
great purification offering, and nyepf, the day of silence. On
the first day the Government allows unrestricted gambling and
cockfighting, an essential part of the ceremony, because the land
is cured by spilling blood over impure earth.

In Den Pasar round after round was fought all morning;
crowds of men gathered in the meeting hall of every band/'ar,
each bringing his favourite fighting cock in a curious satchel of
fresh coconut leaves, handle and all, woven over the cock's body,
its tail left sticking out so as not to damage the feathers. Each
satchel was cut open and the cocks presented to the audience
to announce the matches. The betting began; excited enthusi-
asts waved strings of kepengs and silver ringgit and yelled at
each other. A vicious steel blade five inches long and sharp as a
razor was attached to the right foot of each cock in place of
the natural spur, which was cut off. When both contenders
were ready and the bets had been placed, the referee and the
time-keeper went to their places and gave the signal to start, beat-
ing a small gong.

The two cocks, held by their owners, were brought to the
middle of the arena, provoked .against each other and released.
The audience became tense, and the cocks attacked each other
with such fury that the eye could not follow them; there were
only flashes of the polished steel of the spurs in the cloud of
flying feathers. Each round lasted only a few seconds; suddenly
the two cocks stopped and stood motionless in front of each